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“The Kenyan food crisis and the right to education”
Welcome to the fourth edition of Imprint

-

of policy, legislation and practice surrounding child rights 

on policies, legislation and emerging issues around 
children’s rights with a particular focus on the current af-

-
-

impact on the current food crisis in Kenya on the right to 

enough to achieve the goal of nationwide access to 
primary education, the school feeding programmes was 

-
tional donors intervening in the arid and semi arid areas of 

The increasing food prices and the prevailing economic 
crisis have affected the parents, the governments and the 

-

does the food crisis affect the right to education and what 

to reduce school dropout rates and encourage regular at-

and in particular to the Principals of our partner schools, 

who spared time for our interviews and gave incisive 
analyses into the food crisis and its impact on the right to 

Introduction - Education as a human right 

-

The right to education is not only a fundamental human 

-
vides for the right to education the provision of which shall 

This right is however not reiterated in the Kenyan constitu-

The right to education is categorised as an economic, 
social and cultural right, a category that has unfortunately 

-
ing countries as opposed to political and civil rights such 

argued, correctly in my opinion, that such civil and politi-

-
tion education not only promotes civil and political rights 

-

that even the scarcity of resources does not relieve the 
-

ensure access to free and compulsory primary education 
-
-

pulsory and free primary education applies in all situations, 
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-
pate in a free society in the spirit of mutual tolerance and 

develop respect for one’s parents, the national values 

develop respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms 

-

-

The right to education as provided for on legal instruments 
international, regional and national has two distinctive 

-

government shall have the duty not to refuse the child this 

level for or length of compulsory free education and this is 

-

special focus to disadvantaged children coming from all 

-
tation level to guarantee the right of every child to com-

This increased the national primary school enrolment ratio 

as long as children of school going age were involved in 

the marginalised areas, the food provided was the only 

since the year 2000 and rose sharply in the last 20 months 

violence that mostly affected the agricultural areas, the 

affect the right to education and what is the govern-

school dropout rates and encourage regular attendance 

Factors affecting the attainment of the right to education

-

parents nor governments can ensure education for all 

far as promoting and protecting the right to education is 

This leaves schools with the option to charge fees in other 

fails to provide funding for education forcing the schools 

-

-

-

is indeed an important element of the right to education 

leading to a situation where access to education is only 

-

word access ignores the other three important elements 
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-
-

tion, including curricula, teaching methods and school 

direct relevance to the present and future needs of the 

elements are important in ensuring the right to education 

The third challenge results from the failure of international 
-

to limit the right to compulsory education simply to the 
-

-
dance in two ways: through death of the students from 

include reproductive health related causes such as forced 
or early marriages, unplanned pregnancy, female genital 
mutilation and sanitary needs where girls miss classes due 

-
tives in the cities to earn money as house-helps or stay at 

also dropped out of school due to school related causes 

schools, facts on the ground show that this practice is still 
-

discontentment among school going youth and politicians 

This was especially true during the political violence where 
-

ated reports say that local politicians instigated the spate 

Food & Education: The Connection

-

several international conventions and human rights trea-

“Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate 
for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and 
necessary social services…”

“Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be 
free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stag-
es…”

Education opens the learner to new ways of doing things 

modern world especially in developing countries, where a 

-

-

-

enough food in stores to meet the needs of the populace 
-

gation and proper compensation of farmers thus ensuring 

to food also affects to access to education on several 

feeding programme was a huge motivator for many 

-
-

tion during the learning process and provides energy for
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-

various players in the educational sector thus affecting 

-

increased cost of living emerging from increased food 

-
ing to a standstill and even affected the ongoing admis-

had a direct effect on children and their access to 

-

and composition of meals, which could lead to a pre-

increase as well as the incidents of food riots and height-

-

policy and implementation level to ensure that a favour-

Food Security & Access to Education: Views from stakeholders
The issue of increasing food prices and food insecurity has 

felt all over the country in the form of starvation, malnutri-

prices has caused a strain on the feeding programs in 
-

cially common in schools that serve low income areas 

on the school feeding program as the only source of a 
-

Kenya revealed the effects of food on access to educa-

understand this and sometimes demand high cost foods 

The cost of the feeding program lies entirely with the 

delays in sending its funds, the principals are sometimes 

often the food account which further affects the feeding 

population is from poor families and is already struggling 
-

students the lunch meal they receive while at school is the 

-
gram is prepared and presented to the parents during 

payments for the feeding program and the school fees 

-

The school has put in place plans to deal with the rising 
-

added that the students are very dedicated to learning 

items on television, radio and print media have told the 
story across of the effects of the crisis and ways that 

the Eastern Province of Kenya students have dropped 

-
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-
-

-

-

Useful References

-
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-

-
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